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Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art Linda Schele Series In Maya And Pre Columbian Studies
could add your near links listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be
successful. As understood, realization does not suggest that you have astounding points.
Comprehending as well as pact even more than extra will present each success.
bordering to, the publication as with ease as keenness of this Ritual And Power In Stone
The Performance Of Rulership In Mesoamerican Izapan Style Art Linda Schele Series In
Maya And Pre Columbian Studies can be taken as with ease as picked to act.

Power and Ritual in the Israel Labor Party Myron Joel Aronoff 1977
Power and Identity in Archaeological Theory and Practice Eleanor Harrison-Buck
2012-04-15 A new and broader approach to understanding power and identity in the
Mesoamerican archaeological record
Materia Magica Andrew Wilburn 2012 Approaches ancient magical practice through
archaeology and social history
Digital Performance in Everyday Life Lyndsay Michalik Gratch 2021-11-12 Digital
Performance in Everyday Life combines theories of performance, communication, and
media to explore the many ways we perform in our everyday lives through digital media
and in virtual spaces. Digital communication technologies and the social norms and
discourses that developed alongside these technologies have altered the ways we
perform as and for ourselves and each other in virtual spaces. Through a diverse range of
topics and examples—including discussions of self-identity, surveillance, mourning,
internet memes, storytelling, ritual, political action, and activism—this book addresses
how the physical and virtual have become inseparable in everyday life, and how the
digital is always rooted in embodied action. Focusing on performance and human agency,
the authors offer fresh perspectives on communication and digital culture. The unique,
interdisciplinary approach of this book will be useful to scholars, artists, and activists in
communication, digital media, performance studies, theatre, sociology, political science,
information technology, and cybersecurity—along with anyone interested in how
communication shapes and is shaped by digital technologies.
Interaction and Connectivity in the Greater Southwest Karen Harry 2019-03-21 This
volume of proceedings from the fourteenth biennial Southwest Symposium explores
different kinds of social interaction that occurred prehistorically across the Southwest.
The authors use diverse and innovative approaches and a variety of different data sets to
examine the economic, social, and ideological implications of the different forms of
interaction, presenting new ways to examine how social interaction and connectivity
influenced cultural developments in the Southwest. The book observes social
interactions’ role in the diffusion of ideas and material culture; the way different social
units, especially households, interacted within and between communities; and the
importance of interaction and interconnectivity in understanding the archaeology of the

Southwest’s northern periphery. Chapters demonstrate a movement away from strictly
economic-driven models of social connectivity and interaction and illustrate that
members of social groups lived in dynamic situations that did not always have clear-cut
and unwavering boundaries. Social connectivity and interaction were often fluid,
changing over time. Interaction and Connectivity in the Greater Southwest is an
impressive collection of established and up-and-coming Southwestern archaeologists
collaborating to strengthen the theoretical underpinnings of the discipline. It will be of
interest to professional and academic archaeologists, as well as researchers with
interests in diffusion, identity, cultural transmission, borders, large-scale interaction, or
social organization. Contributors: Richard V. N. Ahlstrom, James R. Allison, Jean H.
Ballagh, Catherine M. Cameron, Richard Ciolek-Torello, John G. Douglass, Suzanne L.
Eckert, Hayward H. Franklin, Patricia A. Gilman, Dennis A. Gilpin, William M. Graves,
Kelley A. Hays-Gilpin, Lindsay D. Johansson, Eric Eugene Klucas, Phillip O. Leckman,
Myles R. Miller, Barbara J. Mills, Matthew A. Peeples, David A. Phillips Jr., Katie
Richards, Heidi Roberts, Thomas R. Rocek, Tammy Stone, Richard K. Talbot, Marc
Thompson, David T. Unruh, John A. Ware, Kristina C. Wyckoff
When Rituals go Wrong: Mistakes, Failure, and the Dynamics of Ritual Ute Hüsken
2007-04-24 This volume investigates the implications of breaking ritual rules, of failed
performances and of the extinction of ritual systems. The essays thus break new ground
in the comparative analysis of rituals and introduce new perspectives to ritual studies.
The Craft of Ritual Studies Ronald L. Grimes 2014 Readership: Students and scholars of
ritual studies, religious studies, anthropology
The Many-Headed Muse Pauline A. LeVen 2014-01-16 Examines Greek songs composed
between 440 and 323 BC and argues for the vividness and diversity of lyric culture.
Southeast Asian Perspectives on Power Liana Chua 2012 "Over the last half-century,
Southeast Asia has undergone innumerable, far-reaching changes that have
consequences not only for large-scale institutions and processes, but also for everyday
life. This book focuses on the topic of power in relation to these transformations, and
looks at its various social, cultural, religious, economic and political forms. Consisting of
empirically rich case studies, the book works from the ground up, seeking to capture
Southeast Asians' own perspectives, conceptualizations and experiences of power. It
discusses the machinations of Indonesian politicians and the aspirations and struggles of
marginal Lao bureaucrats, as well as looking at the mass 'Prayer Power' rallies in the
Philippines and the self-cultivation practices of individual Thai Buddhists. Drawing on
these diverse ethnographies, the book lays out a new framework for the analysis of power
in Southeast Asia, one which traces how people become orientated towards or away from
certain models, practices and configurations of power. It reveals how power cannot be
pinned down to a single definition, but is woven into Southeast Asian lives in many
complex, subtle, and often surprising ways. Integrating theoretical debates with
empirical evidence drawn from the contributing authors' own research, this book is of
particular interest to scholars and students of anthropology and Asian
Studies."--Publisher's description.
Tibetan Ritual Jose Ignacio Cabezon 2009-12-08 Ritual is one of the most pervasive
religious phenomena in the Tibetan cultural world. Despite its ubiquity and importance to
Tibetan cultural life, however, only in recent years has Tibetan ritual been given the
attention it deserves. This is the first scholarly collection to focus on this important
subject. Unique in its historical, geographical and disciplinary breadth, this book brings
together eleven essays by an international cast of scholars working on ritual texts,
institutions and practices in the greater Tibetan cultural world - Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan,
and Mongolia. While most of the chapters focus on Buddhism, two deal with ritual in

Tibet's indigenous Bon religion. All of the essays are original to this volume. An extensive
introduction by the editor provides a broad overview of Tibetan ritual and contextualizes
the chapters within the field of Buddhist and Tibetan studies. The book should find use in
advanced undergraduate courses and graduate seminars on Tibetan religion. It will also
be of interest to students and scholars of ritual generally.
Losing the Sacred Ritual and Liturgy David Torevell 2004-11-11 This book argues that
the liturgical reforms initiated by the second Vatican Council may have seriously
undermined contemporary Roman Catholic worship. Drawing on important work by
Durkheim, Bauman, Foucault, Turner, Duffy, Flanagan and Pickstock, David Torevell
focuses on the most crucial element of Catholic worship - the experience of the sacred and examines how it has been eroded since pre-modern times, largely due to the
marginalisation of ritual expression, and its consequences. A devastating critique of the
loss of the sacred in worship, this striking interdisciplinary study is a call for
revitalisation of Roman Catholic liturgy through a 'reform of the reform' and the
reclamation of the importance of the body in ritual expression.
The Instrumental Music of Wutaishan's Buddhist Monasteries Beth Szczepanski
2016-03-03 Beth Szczepanski examines how traditional and modern elements interact in
the current practice, reception and functions of wind music, or shengguan, at
monasteries in Wutaishan, one of China's four holy mountains of Buddhism. The book
provides an invaluable insight into the political and economic history of Wutaishan and its
music, as well as the instrumentation, notation, repertoires, transmission and ritual
function of monastic music at Wutaishan, and how that music has adapted to China's
current economic, political and religious climate. The book is based on extensive field
research at Wutaishan from 2005 to 2007, including interviews with monks, nuns,
pilgrims and tourists. The author learned to play the sheng mouth organ and guanzi
double-reed pipe, and recorded dozens of performances of monastic and lay music. The
first extensive examination of Wutaishan's music by a Western scholar, the book brings a
new perspective to a topic long favored by Chinese musicologists. At the same time, the
book provides the non-musical scholar with an engaging exploration of the historical,
political, economic and cultural forces that shape musical and religious practices in
China.
Feeling Things Stephanie Downes 2018-01-13 This interdisciplinary essay collection
investigates the various interactions of people, feelings, and things throughout
premodern Europe. It focuses on the period before mass production, when limited
literacy often prioritised material methods of communication. The subject of materiality
has been of increasing significance in recent historical inquiry, alongside growing
emphasis on the relationships between objects, emotions, and affect in archaeological
and sociological research. The historical intersections between materiality and emotions,
however, have remained under-theorised, particularly with respect to artefacts that have
continuing resonance over extended periods of time or across cultural and geographical
space. Feeling Things addresses the need to develop an appropriate cross-disciplinary
theoretical framework for the analysis of objects and emotions in European history, with
special attention to the need to track the shifting emotional valencies of objects from the
past to the present, and from one place and cultural context to another. The collection
draws together an international group of historians, art historians, curators, and literary
scholars working on a variety of cultural, literary, visual, and material sources. Objects
considered include books, letters, prosthetics, religious relics, shoes, stone, and textiles.
Many of these have been preserved in international galleries, museums, and archives,
while others have remained in their original locations, even as their contexts have
changed over time. The chapters consider the ways in which emotions such as despair,

fear, grief, hope, love, and wonder become inscribed in and ascribed to these items,
producing 'emotional objects' of significance and agency. Such objects can be harnessed
to create, affirm, or express individual relationships, as, for example, in religious devotion
and practice, or in the construction of cultural, communal, and national identities.
Buddhas and Kami in Japan Fabio Rambelli 2003-08-29 This volume offers a
multidisciplinary approach to the combinatory tradition that dominated premodern and
early modern Japanese religion, known as honji suijaku (originals and their traces). It
questions received, simplified accounts of the interactions between Shinto and Japanese
Buddhism, and presents a more dynamic and variegated religious world, one in which the
deities' Buddhist originals and local traces did not constitute one-to-one associations, but
complex combinations of multiple deities based on semiotic operations, doctrines, myths,
and legends. The book's essays, all based on specific case studies, discuss the honji
suijaku paradigm from a number of different perspectives, always integrating historical
and doctrinal analysis with interpretive insights.
Hindu Ritual at the Margins Linda Penkower 2014-10-09 Hindu Ritual at the Margins
explores Hindu forms of ritual activity in a variety of “marginal” contexts. The
contributors collectively examine ritual practices in diaspora; across gender, ethnic,
social, and political groups; in film, text, and art; in settings where ritual itself or direct
discussion of ritual is absent; in contexts that create new opportunities for traditionally
marginalized participants or challenge the received tradition; and via theoretical
perspectives that have been undervalued in the academy. In the first of three sections,
contributors explore the ways in which Hindu ritual performed in Indian contexts
intersects with historical, contextual, and social change. They examine the changing
significance and understanding of particular deities, the identity and agency of ritual
actors, and the instrumentality of ritual in new media. Essays in the second section
examine ritual practices outside of India, focusing on evolving ritual claims to authority in
mixed cultures (such as Malaysia), the reshaping of gender dynamics of ritual at an
American temple, and the democratic reshaping of ritual forms in Canadian Hindu
communities. The final section considers the implications for ritual studies of the efficacy
of bodily acts divorced from intention, contemporary spiritual practice as opposed to
religious-bound ritual, and the notion of dharma. Based on a conference on Hindu ritual
held in 2006 at the University of Pittsburgh, Hindu Ritual at the Margins seeks to
elucidate the ways ritual actors come to shape ritual practices or conceptions pertaining
to ritual and how studying ritual in marginal contexts—at points of dynamic
tension—requires scholars to reshape their understanding of ritual activity.
Of Body and Brush Angela Zito 1997 The Qianlong emperor, who dominated the religious
and political life of eighteenth-century China, was in turn dominated by elaborate ritual
prescriptions. These texts determined what he wore and ate, how he moved, and above
all how he performed the yearly Grand Sacrifices. In Of Body and Brush, Angela Zito
offers a stunningly original analysis of the way ritualizing power was produced jointly by
the throne and the official literati who dictated these prescriptions. Forging a critical
cultural historical method that challenges traditional categories of Chinese studies, Zito
shows for the first time that in their performance, the ritual texts embodied, literally, the
metaphysics upon which imperial power rested. By combining rule through the brush
(the production of ritual texts) with rule through the body (mandated performance), the
throne both exhibited its power and attempted to control resistance to it. Bridging
Chinese history, anthropology, religion, and performance and cultural studies, Zito brings
an important new perspective to the human sciences in general.
The Magical Body Richard Eves 2014-01-09 An intriguing exploration of the role and
significance of the body in the world of a Pacific Islands People, the Lelet of New Ireland

(Papua New Guinea). In vivid ethnographic detail, the monograph captures the fluidity
and complexity of Lelet conceptions of corporeality and their significance to identity as
they encounter the influences of modernity, in the form of colonialism, Christianity and
cash-cropping. The author examines the importance of the body to constructions of
identity and difference, and its role in the constitution of place and space. The book
provides a richly detailed ethnographic study of magical belief and the body whilst paying
particular attention to the polyvalent meanings of bodily images and metaphors as they
are used in numerous contexts of magic.
Schooling as a Ritual Performance Peter McLaren 1986
Humors and Substances Pamela J. Stewart 2001 Explores and elaborates a theme of
fundamental significance in the societies of New Guinea--humors and substances of the
human body--to illuminate themes of gender relations, witchcraft, ecology, ritual, and the
treatment of sickness, all seen within the framework of the wider cosmos.
Wearing Culture Heather Orr 2013-12-15 Wearing Culture connects scholars of
divergent geographical areas and academic fields—from archaeologists and
anthropologists to art historians—to show the significance of articles of regalia and of
dressing and ornamenting people and objects among the Formative period cultures of
ancient Mesoamerica and Central America. Documenting the elaborate practices of
costume, adornment, and body modification in Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,
Honduras, Oaxaca, the Soconusco region of southern Mesoamerica, the Gulf Coast Olmec
region (Olman), and the Maya lowlands, this book demonstrates that adornment was used
as a tool for communicating status, social relationships, power, gender, sexuality,
behavior, and political, ritual, and religious identities. Despite considerable formal and
technological variation in clothing and ornamentation, the early indigenous cultures of
these regions shared numerous practices, attitudes, and aesthetic interests. Contributors
address technological development, manufacturing materials and methods, nonfabric
ornamentation, symbolic dimensions, representational strategies, and clothing as
evidence of interregional sociopolitical exchange. Focusing on an important period of
cultural and artistic development through the lens of costuming and adornment, Wearing
Culture will be of interest to scholars of pre-Hispanic and pre-Columbian studies.
The Maya World Scott R. Hutson 2020-06-17 The Maya World brings together over 60
authors, representing the fields of archaeology, art history, epigraphy, geography, and
ethnography, who explore cutting-edge research on every major facet of the ancient
Maya and all sub-regions within the Maya world. The Maya world, which covers
Guatemala, Belize, and parts of Mexico, Honduras, and El Salvador, contains over a
hundred ancient sites that are open to tourism, eight of which are UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, and many thousands more that have been dug or await investigation. In
addition to captivating the lay public, the ancient Maya have attracted scores of major
interdisciplinary research expeditions and hundreds of smaller projects going back to the
19th century, making them one of the best-known ancient cultures. The Maya World
explores their renowned writing system, towering stone pyramids, exquisitely painted
murals, and elaborate funerary tombs as well as their creative agricultural strategies,
complex social, economic, and political relationships, widespread interactions with other
societies, and remarkable cultural resilience in the face of historical ruptures. This is an
invaluable reference volume for scholars of the ancient Maya, including archaeologists,
historians, and anthropologists.
Gender and Power in Prehispanic Mesoamerica Rosemary A. Joyce 2009-06-23 Gender
was a fluid potential, not a fixed category, before the Spaniards came to Mesoamerica.
Childhood training and ritual shaped, but did not set, adult gender, which could
encompass third genders and alternative sexualities as well as "male" and "female." At

the height of the Classic period, Maya rulers presented themselves as embodying the
entire range of gender possibilities, from male through female, by wearing blended
costumes and playing male and female roles in state ceremonies. This landmark book
offers the first comprehensive description and analysis of gender and power relations in
prehispanic Mesoamerica from the Formative Period Olmec world (ca. 1500-500 BC)
through the Postclassic Maya and Aztec societies of the sixteenth century AD. Using
approaches from contemporary gender theory, Rosemary Joyce explores how
Mesoamericans created human images to represent idealized notions of what it meant to
be male and female and to depict proper gender roles. She then juxtaposes these images
with archaeological evidence from burials, house sites, and body ornaments, which
reveals that real gender roles were more fluid and variable than the stereotyped images
suggest.
Zoroastrian Rituals in Context Michael Stausberg 2004 Rituals play a prominent role in
Zoroastrianism, one of the oldest religious traditions of mankind. In this book, scholars
from a broad range of disciplines make the first ever collective effort to discuss
Zoroastrian rituals in different historical contexts and geographical settings.
Empirically Engaged Evolutionary Ethics Johan De Smedt 2021-05-04 A growing body of
evidence from the sciences suggests that our moral beliefs have an evolutionary basis. To
explain how human morality evolved, some philosophers have called for the study of
morality to be naturalized, i.e., to explain it in terms of natural causes by looking at its
historical and biological origins. The present literature has focused on the link between
evolution and moral realism: if our moral beliefs enhance fitness, does this mean they
track moral truths? In spite of the growing empirical evidence, these discussions tend to
remain high-level: the mere fact that morality has evolved is often deemed enough to
decide questions in normative and meta-ethics. This volume starts from the assumption
that the details about the evolution of morality do make a difference, and asks how. It
presents original essays by authors from various disciplines, including philosophy,
anthropology, developmental psychology, and primatology, who write in conversation
with neuroscience, sociology, and cognitive psychology.
The Materiality of Power Brian B. Schmidt 2016-05-03 "Were there countervailing
cosmic realms ruled by Yahweh and Asherah in late pre-exilic Israel? Brian B. Schmidt
presents five case studies corroborating the existence of a daimonic realm replete with
intermediary protecticve spirits and a pandemonium that wreaked havoc upon both the
living and dead. Having converged with Egypt's protective deities Bes and Beset, YHWH
and Asherah also possessed the enhanced powers to govern a counteractive apotropaic
realm from which Asherah mediated divine portections for humanity." -- bck cover
Powwowing in Pennsylvania Patrick J. Donmoyer 2018-02-05 This cultural exploration
offers an unparalleled presentation of Pennsylvania’s ritual healing traditions known as
powwowing or Braucherei in Pennsylvania Dutch, through original primary source
materials, including manuscripts, ritual objects, and books—most of which have never
before been available to English-speaking readers. Although methods and procedures
have varied considerably over three centuries of ritual practice within the Pennsylvania
Dutch cultural region, the outcomes and experiences surrounding this tradition have
woven a rich tapestry of cultural narratives that highlight the integration of ritual into all
aspects of life, as well as provide insight into the challenges, conflicts, growth, and
development of a distinct Pennsylvania Dutch folk culture. Volume IV of the Annual
Publication Series of the Pennsylvania German Cultural Heritage Center at Kutztown
University of Pennsylvania.
Marian Moments in Early Modern British Drama Lisa Hopkins 2016-05-06 Concerning
itself with the complex interplay between iconoclasm against images of the Virgin Mary

in post-Reformation England and stage representations that evoke various 'Marian
moments' from the medieval, Catholic past, this collection answers the call for further
investigation of the complex relationship between the fraught religio-political culture of
the early modern period and the theater that it spawned. Joining historians in rejecting
the received belief that Catholicism could be turned on and off like a water spigot in
response to sixteenth-century religious reform, the early modern British theater scholars
in this collection turn their attention to the vestiges of Catholic tradition and culture that
leak out in stage imagery, plot devices, and characterization in ways that are not always
clearly engaged in the business of Protestant panegyric or polemic. Among the questions
they address are: What is the cultural function of dramatic Marian moments? Are Marian
moments nostalgic for, or critical of, the 'Old Faith'? How do Marian moments negotiate
the cultural trauma of iconoclasm and/or the Reformation in early modern England? Did
these stage pictures of Mary provide subversive touchstones for the Old Faith of
particular import to crypto-Catholic or recusant members of the audience?
Syro-Hittite Monumental Art and the Archaeology of Performance Alessandra Gilibert
2011-05-26 The ceremonial centers of the Syro-Hittite city-states (1200-700 BC) were
lavishly decorated with large-scale, open-air figurative reliefs – an original and greatly
influential artistic tradition. But why exactly did the production of such an array of
monumental images ever start? This volume explores how Syro-Hittite monumental art
was used as a powerful backdrop to important ritual events, and opens up a new
perspective by situating monumental art in the context of public performances and civic
spectacles of great emotional impact, such as processions, royal triumphs, and dynastic
funerals.
Performing Beauty in Participatory Art and Culture Falk Heinrich 2014-03-21 This book
investigates the notion of beauty in participatory art, an interdisciplinary form that
necessitates the audience’s agential participation and that is often seen in interactive art
and technology-driven media installations. After considering established theories of
beauty, for example, Plato, Alison, Hume, Kant, Gadamer and Santayana through to
McMahon and Sartwell, Heinrich argues that the experience of beauty in participatory
art demands a revised notion of beauty; a conception that accounts for the performative
and ludic turn within various art forms and which is, in a broader sense, a notion of
beauty suited to a participatory and technology-saturated culture. Through case studies
of participatory art, he provides an art-theoretical approach to the concept of
performative beauty; an approach that is then applied to the wider context of media and
design artefacts.
The Oxford Handbook of Mesoamerican Archaeology Deborah L. Nichols 2012-08-22 The
Oxford Handbook of Mesoamerican Archaeology provides a current and comprehensive
guide to the recent and on-going archaeology of Mesoamerica. Though the emphasis is on
prehispanic societies, this Handbook also includes coverage of important new work by
archaeologists on the Colonial and Republican periods. Unique among recent works, the
text brings together in a single volume article-length regional syntheses and topical
overviews written by active scholars in the field of Mesoamerican archaeology. The first
section of the Handbook provides an overview of recent history and trends of
Mesoamerica and articles on national archaeology programs and practice in Central
America and Mexico written by archaeologists from these countries. These are followed
by regional syntheses organized by time period, beginning with early hunter-gatherer
societies and the first farmers of Mesoamerica and concluding with a discussion of the
Spanish Conquest and frontiers and peripheries of Mesoamerica. Topical and
comparative articles comprise the remainder of Handbook. They cover important
dimensions of prehispanic societies--from ecology, economy, and environment to social

and political relations--and discuss significant methodological contributions, such as geochemical source studies, as well as new theories and diverse theoretical perspectives.
The Handbook concludes with a section on the archaeology of the Spanish conquest and
the Colonial and Republican periods to connect the prehispanic, proto-historic, and
historic periods. This volume will be a must-read for students and professional
archaeologists, as well as other scholars including historians, art historians, geographers,
and ethnographers with an interest in Mesoamerica.
Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture Carolyn E. Tate 2012-01-18 Recently, scholars of
Olmec visual culture have identified symbols for umbilical cords, bundles, and cavewombs, as well as a significant number of women portrayed on monuments and as
figurines. In this groundbreaking study, Carolyn Tate demonstrates that these subjects
were part of a major emphasis on gestational imagery in Formative Period Mesoamerica.
In Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture, she identifies the presence of women, human
embryos, and fetuses in monuments and portable objects dating from 1400 to 400 BC and
originating throughout much of Mesoamerica. This highly original study sheds new light
on the prominent roles that women and gestational beings played in Early Formative
societies, revealing female shamanic practices, the generative concepts that motivated
caching and bundling, and the expression of feminine knowledge in the 260-day cycle and
related divinatory and ritual activities. Reconsidering Olmec Visual Culture is the first
study that situates the unique hollow babies of Formative Mesoamerica within the
context of prominent females and the prevalent imagery of gestation and birth. It is also
the first major art historical study of La Venta and the first to identify Mesoamerica's
earliest creation narrative. It provides a more nuanced understanding of how later
societies, including Teotihuacan and West Mexico, as well as the Maya, either rejected
certain Formative Period visual forms, rituals, social roles, and concepts or adopted and
transformed them into the enduring themes of Mesoamerican symbol systems.
Power in Performance Joel C. Kuipers 2016-11-11 Among the Weyewa of the eastern
Indonesian island of Sumba, spokesmen seek to inscribe their traditions and sacred
obligations through ritual speaking performances. In a series of lively poetic dialogues,
performers use a distinctive couplet style to pursue the trail of their ancestors.
The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Ritual and Religion Timothy Insoll
2011-10-28 The Oxford Handbook of the Archaeology of Ritual and Religion provides a
comprehensive overview by period and region of the relevant archaeological material in
relation to theory, methodology, definition, and practice. Although, as the title indicates,
the focus is upon archaeological investigations of ritual and religion, by necessity ideas
and evidence from other disciplines are also included, among them anthropology,
ethnography, religious studies, and history. The Handbook covers a global span - Africa,
Asia, Australasia, Europe, and the Americas - and reaches from the earliest prehistory
(the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic) to modern times. In addition, chapters focus upon
relevant themes, ranging from landscape to death, from taboo to water, from gender to
rites of passage, from ritual to fasting and feasting. Written by over sixty specialists,
renowned in their respective fields, the Handbook presents the very best in current
scholarship, and will serve both as a comprehensive introduction to its subject and as a
stimulus to further research.
A Cognitive Theory of Magic Jesper Sørensen 2007 Magic is a universal phenomenon.
Everywhere we look people perform ritual actions in which desirable qualities are
transferred by means of physical contact and objects or persons are manipulated by
things of their likeness. In this book Sørensen embraces a cognitive perspective in order
to investigate this long-established but controversial topic. Following a critique of the
traditional approaches to magic, and basing his claims on classical ethnographic cases,

the author explains magic's universality by examining a number of recurrent cognitive
processes underlying its different manifestations. He focuses on how power is infused
into the ritual practice; how representations of contagion and similarity can be used to
connect otherwise distinct objects in order to manipulate one by the other; and how the
performance of ritual prompts representations of magical actions as effective. Bringing
these features together, the author proposes a cognitive theory of how people can
represent magical rituals as purposeful actions and how ritual actions are integrated into
more complex representations of events. This explanation, in turn, yields new insights
into the constitutive role of magic in the formation of institutionalised religious ritual.
Performance and Appropriation Michel Conan 2007 Breaking with the idea that gardens
are places of indulgence and escapism, these studies of ritualized practices reveal that
gardens in Europe, Asia, the United States, and the Caribbean have in fact made
significant contributions to cultural change. This book demonstrates methods and the
striking results of garden reception studies. The first section explores how cultural
changes occur, and devotes chapters to public landscapes in the Netherlands,
seventeenth-century Parisian gardens, Freemason gardens in Tuscany, nineteenthcentury Scottish kitchen gardens, and the public parks of Edo and modern Tokyo. The
second part provides striking examples of construction of self in vernacular gardens in
Guadeloupe and American Japanese-style gardens in California. Finally, the third section
analyzes struggles for political change in gardens of Yuan China and modern Britain.
Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya Andrew K. Scherer 2015-11-15 From the
tombs of the elite to the graves of commoners, mortuary remains offer rich insights into
Classic Maya society. In Mortuary Landscapes of the Classic Maya: Rituals of Body and
Soul, the anthropological archaeologist and bioarchaeologist Andrew K. Scherer explores
the broad range of burial practices among the Maya of the Classic period (AD 250–900),
integrating information gleaned from his own fieldwork with insights from the fields of
iconography, epigraphy, and ethnography to illuminate this society’s rich funerary
traditions. Scherer’s study of burials along the Usumacinta River at the MexicanGuatemalan border and in the Central Petén region of Guatemala—areas that include
Piedras Negras, El Kinel, Tecolote, El Zotz, and Yaxha—reveals commonalities and
differences among royal, elite, and commoner mortuary practices. By analyzing skeletons
containing dental and cranial modifications, as well as the adornments of interred bodies,
Scherer probes Classic Maya conceptions of body, wellness, and the afterlife. Scherer
also moves beyond the body to look at the spatial orientation of the burials and their
integration into the architecture of Maya communities. Taking a unique interdisciplinary
approach, the author examines how Classic Maya deathways can expand our
understanding of this society’s beliefs and traditions, making Mortuary Landscapes of the
Classic Maya an important step forward in Mesoamerican archeology.
Ritual and Power in Stone Julia Guernsey 2010-01-01 The ancient Mesoamerican city of
Izapa in Chiapas, Mexico, is renowned for its extensive collection of elaborate stone
stelae and altars, which were carved during the Late Preclassic period (300 BC-AD 250).
Many of these monuments depict kings garbed in the costume and persona of a bird, a
well-known avian deity who had great significance for the Maya and other cultures in
adjacent regions. This Izapan style of carving and kingly representation appears at
numerous sites across the Pacific slope and piedmont of Mexico and Guatemala, making
it possible to trace political and economic corridors of communication during the Late
Preclassic period. In this book, Julia Guernsey offers a masterful art historical analysis of
the Izapan style monuments and their integral role in developing and communicating the
institution of divine kingship. She looks specifically at how rulers expressed political
authority by erecting monuments that recorded their performance of rituals in which they

communicated with the supernatural realm in the persona of the avian deity. She also
considers how rulers used the monuments to structure their built environment and create
spaces for ritual and politically charged performances. Setting her discussion in a
broader context, Guernsey also considers how the Izapan style monuments helped to
motivate and structure some of the dramatic, pan-regional developments of the Late
Preclassic period, including the forging of a codified language of divine kingship. This
pioneering investigation, which links monumental art to the matrices of political,
economic, and supernatural exchange, offers an important new understanding of a
region, time period, and group of monuments that played a key role in the history of
Mesoamerica and continue to intrigue scholars within the field of Mesoamerican studies.
Prison Shakespeare and the Purpose of Performance: Repentance Rituals and the Early
Modern N. Herold 2014-10-17 Over the last decade a number of prison theatre programs
have developed to rehabilitate inmates by having them perform Shakespearean
adaptations. This book focuses on how prison theatre today reveals certain elements of
the early modern theatre that were themselves responses to cataclysmic changes in
theological doctrine and religious practice.
Sacred Landscapes in Antiquity Ralph Haussler 2020-07-31 From generation to
generation, people experience their landscapes differently. Humans depend on their
natural environment: it shapes their behavior while it is often felt that deities responsible
for both natural benefits and natural calamities (such as droughts, famines, floods and
landslides) need to be appeased. We presume that, in many societies, lakes, rivers, rocks,
mountains, caves and groves were considered sacred. Individual sites and entire
landscapes are often associated with divine actions, mythical heroes and etiological
myths. Throughout human history, people have also felt the need to monumentalize their
sacred landscape. But this is where the similarities end as different societies had very
different understandings, believes and practices. The aim of this new thematic appraisal
is to scrutinize carefully our evidence and rethink our methodologies in a multidisciplinary approach. More than 30 papers investigate diverse sacred landscapes from
the Iberian peninsula and Britain in the west to China in the east. They discuss how to
interpret the intricate web of ciphers and symbols in the landscape and how people might
have experienced it. We see the role of performance, ritual, orality, textuality and
memory in people’s sacred landscapes. A diachronic view allows us to study how
landscapes were ‘rewritten’, adapted and redefined in the course of time to suit new
cultural, political and religious understandings, not to mention the impact of urbanism on
people’s understandings. A key question is how was the landscape manipulated,
transformed and monumentalized – especially the colossal investments in monumental
architecture we see in certain socio-historic contexts or the creation of an alternative
humanmade, seemingly ‘non-natural’ landscape, with perfectly astronomically aligned
buildings that define a cosmological order? Sacred Landscapes therefore aims to analyze
the complex links between landscape, ‘religiosity’ and society, developing a dialectic
framework that explores sacred landscapes across the ancient world in a dynamic,
holistic, contextual and historical perspective.
Ritual Sites and Religious Rivalries in Late Roman North Africa Shira L. Lander
2016-10-24 Lander provides a new understanding of ancient notions of ritual space by
analyzing literary along with archaeological evidence.
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